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all requirements for the academic year to the SAPP Committee for approval and promotion to the next 
academic year and will refer any student who was not able to successfully pass a course(s) or other 
requirement within Blocks 1 through 8 to the SAPP Committee, which generally occurs at the end of the 
block in which the failure(s) occurred. 

Note that 
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1. Successfully complete (pass) each required course in the COM curriculum. 

2. Achieve a passing score on the National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners (NBOME) COMLEX-
USA Level 1 and COMLEX-USA Level 2 CE licensing examinations within allowable attempts and 
timelines.  

3. As of the date of this Policy, the NBOME and the COCA have temporarily waived the passing of the 
COMLEX-USA Level 2 Performance Examination (PE) as a graduation requirement. As such, to be 
eligible to graduate, each student must pass a summative Objective Structured Clinical Examination 
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is not permitted to record the meeting, and the student must leave all backpacks, coats, phones, 
electronics, etc. outside of the room.   

c. The Office of Academic Affairs, including the COM’s Medical Registrar, will report on the student’s 
academic record including GPA, any prior failures or repeated courses, and any other information 
relevant to the student’s academic progress during the SAPP Committee meeting. 

d. Following the meeting with the student, the SAPP Committee will deliberate based on the 
information presented to them. Following a discussion of the options available, as outlined by this 
policy, the SAPP Committee will present a decision based on a majority vote. 

6.  SAPP Committee Decisions 

a. F Course Grades or failure of a repeat end-of-rotation examination  
 
In the event of an F course grade or failure of a repeat end-of-rotation examination, the SAPP 
Committee will make one of the following decisions: 
 
1. Require the student to remediate the failed course. Students who fail a remediated course will 

be required to meet again with the SAPP Committee with the likelihood of being dismissed. 
2. Dismiss the student from their current curricular year and recommend the student be permitted 

to repeat the academic year with a learning contract. If a student fails a course during a repeat 
year, they will most likely be dismissed.  
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COMLEX exam by the assigned deadline, the SAPP Committee may make one of the following 
decisions: 
1. The SAPP Committee may give the student additional time to sit for the exam while continuing 

to follow a Modified Course of Study plan with or without additional elements incorporated into 
the plan. 

2. The SAPP Committee may dismiss the student due to failure to progress in the curriculum.   
 

In the event of a COMLEX exam failure, the SAPP Committee will make the following decisions: 
 
1. The SAPP Committee may recommend that students who fail to achieve a passing score on a 

COMLEX exam on their first attempt be permitted to complete their current rotation prior to 
being removed from clinical rotations. All students who fail to achieve a passing score on a 
COMLEX exam will be placed on a Modified Course of Study which will require participation in a 
COMLEX preparation program, selected by the COM, which will be at the student’s expense. 
Students may return to clinical rotations while awaiting the score.  

2. The SAPP Committee may recommend that students who fail to achieve a passing score on a 
COMLEX exam on the second attempt be permitted to complete their current rotation prior to 
being removed from clinical rotations.  As above, all students who fail to achieve a passing score 
on a COMLEX exam will be placed on a Modified Course of Study and required to participate in a 
COMLEX preparation program, selected by the COM, which will be at the student’s expense. 
Students must successfully pass COMLEX on the third attempt to be eligible to resume rotations 
and begin MS3 on a modified schedule as determined by the Office of Clinical Rotations. 

3. Students with three COMLEX examination failures or 2 COMLEX failures and one or more course 
failures since matriculation will generally be dismissed.  

 
C. Additional Recommendations 

Where a student is referred to the SAPP Committee for a reason listed above or a reason other than 
those listed above, the SAPP Committee may make one or more of the following decisions or 
recommendations: 

1. Specify a timeline or manner in which any remediation or testing must occur. 
2. Require assessment of any student, including but not limited to: psychological evaluations, drug 

or alcohol screening/testing, or other evaluations required by the SAPP Committee that allow 
them to make appropriate recommendations. Such testing, if required, will be at the student's 
expense. The SAPP Committee will require a written evaluation from the party of the referral to 
determine if the student presents a risk to 



 


